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Program Overview

• Transportation Enhancements (TE) are 
transportation-related activities that are 
designed to strengthen the cultural, aesthetic, 
historic, and environmental aspects of our 
transportation infrastructure. 

• The Transportation Enhancement program is 
NOT A GRANT PROGRAM, it is a 
reimbursement program.



Eligible Applicants (Sponsor)

• The only applicants eligible for this funding 
are state and local government agencies. 

• Projects by nonprofit organizations are to be 
in partnership with a government sponsor 
(state or local government agency) in order to 
receive funding.



Applicant’s Responsibilities

• Solicit public support
• Obtain required matching funds
• Administer the project
• Identify the project in its financial accounting 

and annual audit
• Arrange funding for long-term maintenance 

prior to the programming of TE funds.



Eligible Activities

At a minimum all projects shall meet both of 
the following requirements to be considered 
for selection:
– Project must have a surface transportation 

relationship
– Project must meet the requirements of at least 

one of twelve eligible categories



Transportation Relationship

• Surface transportation has been interpreted 
to mean all elements of the intermodal 
transportation system, exclusive of aviation. 

• The required relationship must be one of 
function, proximity, and/or impact. 

• Proximity to a highway or transportation 
facility alone is not sufficient to establish a 
relationship to surface transportation. 



Transportation Relationship

All project applications must identify:
• Location of the project in reference to specific 

highways, railroads, or canals 
• Purpose of the project
• Impact the project may have on the 

transportation system
• Other parameters that establish the 

transportation relationship  



12 Eligible Categories
• Pedestrian and bicycle 

facilities
• Pedestrian and bicyclist 

safety and education
• Acquisition of scenic or 

historic easements and 
sites, including battlefields

• Scenic or historic highway 
programs

• Landscaping and scenic 
beautification

• Historic preservation

• Historic transportation 
buildings

• Rail corridor preservation
• Inventory, control, and 

removal of outdoor 
advertising

• Archaeological planning 
and research

• Environmental mitigation
• Transportation museums



Pedestrian & Bicycle Facilities

• The transportation relationship for projects in 
this category is to provide facilities that 
encourage nonmotorized transportation.

• Building new facilities and improving existing 
ones to improve the transportation system for 
pedestrians and bicyclists are eligible.

• Projects would encourage healthful physical 
activity, provide safe accommodation, or 
enhance aesthetic routing or design. 



Pedestrian & Bicycle Facilities

Eligible Activities

• Bicycle-lane striping
• Bicycle lockers
• Bicycle parking and bus 

racks
• Bicycle racks 
• Bicycle trail
• Crosswalks
• Curb ramps

• Pavement of existing 
shoulders along a 
designated bicycle route

• Shared-use paths (e.g., 
pedestrian/bicycle trail)

• Sidewalks
• Streetscape (primary 

purpose for pedestrian use)



Pedestrian & Bicyclist Safety & Education

• This category allows communities to promote 
nonmotorized transportation through safety 
and educational programs and encourages 
healthy physical activity.

• Eligible Activities may include educational 
training materials and nonconstruction costs 
to provide safety training classes and 
facilitator fees



Scenic or Historic Acquisitions

• The transportation relationship for projects in 
this category is to protect or provide viewing 
access to scenic and historic view sheds from 
surface transportation systems. 

• Purchasing, donating, transferring, and 
trading of lands or easements on lands that 
possess significant scenic, historic, natural, 
aesthetic, visual, or open-space values are 
eligible. 



Scenic or Historic Highway Programs

• Project and system planning for the protection and 
enhancement of state or federally designated 
scenic or historic roadways is eligible.

Eligible Activities
– Protection of view sheds 
– Landscaping 
– Design and construction of scenic turnouts, overlooks, 

and viewing areas
– Construction of visitor, tourist or welcome centers



Landscaping & Scenic Beautification
• The transportation relationship for projects in 

this category is to enhance the view and 
experience for the traveling public.

Eligible Activities
– Landscaping
– Street furniture
– Lighting 
– Public art
– Utility relocation or burial*
– Streetscapes
– Restoring native plants
– Enhanced roadside vegetation management
– Planning, design, and construction 

of the above activities

*May not exceed 25% of the requested TE funds



Historic Preservation
The transportation relationship shall be one of the following:

• The site historically served a significant and unique role in 
the surface transportation system.

• The site was significant in the manufacturing of 
transportation equipment.

• The project will preserve, restore, or enhance historic sites 
with a surface transportation relationship. 

• The project will preserve, restore, or enhance historic sites 
that have been or will be impacted by roadway construction 
or rehabilitation due to proximity and impact.



Rehabilitation of Historic Transportation Buildings

• The transportation relationship for projects in this 
category is to protect and rehabilitate structures that 
historically have served as substantial parts of the 
surface transportation system.

Eligible activities 
– Rehabilitation of historic transportation buildings and 

structures associated with the operation, passenger and 
freight use, construction, or maintenance of any mode of 
surface transportation

– Restoration of railroad depots, bus stations, 
customhouses, tollhouses, and ferry terminals

– Restoration of canals or bridges for pedestrian use



Rail Corridor Preservation
• The acquisition of railroad rights of way and 

the planning, rehabilitation, and development 
of abandoned railway corridors for public use 
as bicycle, pedestrian, or equestrian trails are 
eligible for TE funding.  

• The development and rehabilitation of rail 
corridors shall be open to the general public. 

• The development of a pedestrian and/or 
bicycle trail shall follow the same eligibility 
requirements as those in Category I. 



Inventory, Control, & Removal of Outdoor Advertising

• The transportation relationship for projects in 
this category is to improve the aesthetics of 
view sheds from the roadways for the 
traveling public.

Eligible Activities
– Inventory of billboards
– Removal of illegal and nonconforming outdoor 

advertising signs



Archaeological Planning & Research 

• The transportation relationship for projects in 
this category is to help preserve 
archaeological data and artifacts, support 
transportation planning, and enhance the 
interpretation of the historic context. 



Environmental Mitigation

• Environmental projects that mitigate water 
pollution from roadway runoff and projects 
that reduce vehicle-caused wildlife mortality 
while maintaining habitat connectivity are 
eligible for TE funding.



Environmental Mitigation
Examples of projects to reduce vehicle caused 
wildlife mortality:
– Wildlife underpasses or overpasses
– Measures at areas identified as crossings for wildlife, 

such as fencing and other markings and mitigation 
techniques 

– Bridge extensions to provide or improve wildlife passage 
and wildlife habitat connectivity

– Monitoring and data collection of habitat fragmentation 
and vehicle-related wildlife mortality 

– Roadside devices designed to reduce wildlife-vehicle 
conflicts



Transportation Museums

• A transportation museum or transportation 
display must be for surface transportation. 
For multiple-purpose museums, only costs 
attributable to a surface transportation focus 
are eligible for TE funds. The museum must 
follow current best practices established by 
the museum profession.



Ineligible Activities
• Contaminated-soil removal associated with underground 

storage tanks, hazardous waste, and toxic dump cleanup
• Routine maintenance activities performed independently 

(e.g., repainting, roof repair, graffiti removal, mowing, 
drainage correction, and curb repairs)

• Administrative expenses (e.g., invoice preparation and 
processing, grant writing, and bookkeeping)

• Operating expenses and staffing
• Improvements to private property
• Interest payments on borrowed funds
• Rental property improvements for restaurant, retail, or other 

for-profit businesses



Ineligible Activities
• Relocation expenses for property owners voluntarily selling 

or donating property
• Construction of recreational facilities and playgrounds
• Condemnation for acquisition of property
• Use of convict labor, including work-release programs
• Required environmental mitigation as determined by the 

Division of Environmental Analysis and the FHWA
• Feasibility study
• Design of a project with no funding commitment to 

construction of the project
• Displays, segments of buildings, or objects not directly 

related to transportation 



Additional Eligibility Requirements

• Local Match (80% Federal-20% Local Match)
• Appraisals for the acquisition of real-property 

interests or for donation credit shall be 
prepared in accordance with KYTC and 
FHWA policies and guidelines using a KYTC 
prequalified appraiser. 

• Long-term maintenance plan
• ADA compliance



Additional Requirements
• Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE)

– The DBE program ensures equal opportunity by 
small, socially and economically disadvantaged 
businesses.

– A DBE means for a small business concern:
• that is at least 51% owned by one or more individuals 

who are both socially and economically disadvantaged 
or, in the case of a corporation, in which 51% of the 
stock is owned by one or more such individuals and;

• Whose management and daily business operations 
are controlled by one or more of the socially and 
economically disadvantaged individuals who own it.



Environmental Compliance
• All projects shall conform with:

– National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
– Section 4(f) of 49 United States Code (USC) 303
– National Historic Preservation Act

• Section 106
– Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA)

• Application budgets should include measures required for 
environmental compliance.

• Clearinghouse documents are necessary to determine 
environmental impacts of the project
– Applicants must submit the required documents prior to applying for 

funds to ensure timely review
• All architectural designs and plans must be submitted for 

review and approval by OLP and the Kentucky Heritage 
Council prior to construction



Environmental Compliance
• Environmental Review

– Project must not:
• Induce any significant impacts to planned growth or land use for 

the area
• Require the relocation of significant numbers of people
• Have a significant impact on any cultural, recreational, historic or 

other resource
• Involve significant air, noise, or water quality impacts
• Significantly impact on travel patterns
• Have any significant environmental impacts 

– individually or cumulatively

– Project may also include an archaeological determination



Environmental Compliance
• Historical Review

– The Section 106 Review checks to make sure 
any properties, sites, structures, etc. that are 
listed on the National Register for Historic Places 
or eligible to be listed on the register are not 
harmed by the project.

– KY Streetscape Design Guidelines
http://environment.transportation.org/documents/Design_Guidelin.pdf

– Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/standguide/index.htm



Environmental Compliance

• ADA Compliance
– When an existing facility or part of an existing 

facility is altered, it must be made readily 
accessible to and usable by individuals with 
disabilities, to the maximum extent feasible.

– All facilities constructed with federal funds must 
be ADA compliant

• Application budgets should account for necessary 
curbs, ramps, warning devices, etc.



Application Process

• Intent to Apply Form
– Accepted December 1, 2008 – January 31, 2009
– Electronic form available on www.TEA21.ky.gov
– Only apply for projects that are READY to move 

forward



Application Process

Letter of Invitation
– All Intent to Apply forms will receive a response
– A Letter of Invitation will be sent to applicants that 

are invited to submit a full application



Application Process

Full Application
– 45 Days to complete 
– Deadline will be noted in the Letter of Invitation
– Full Applications will only be available to 

applicants that receive a Letter of Invitation



Full Application

• Detailed long-term maintenance & operations 
plan 

• Detailed budget & timeline
• Matching Fund Letter(s) of Confirmation
• Preliminary Implementation Schedule
• “Before” Photo(s) or photo of proposed site
• Location Map
• Evidence of Community Support 



Full Application

• Local Government resolution 
• State Clearinghouse requirements
• No binders
• All applications must be typed



Review Process

• Applications will be reviewed by the 
Transportation Enhancement Advisory 
Committee (TEAC)

• Recommendations will be submitted to the 
KYTC Secretary and then to the Governor’s 
Office for approval

• FHWA will review and approve all projects 
before awards are announced 



Selection Criteria
• Demonstrated need for the project
• Transportation relationship
• Benefit to the community (e.g., job creation, 

tourism, and economic development)
• Reliable budget and engineering estimates
• Project cost, availability of matching funds to 

complete the project, ability to leverage other 
funding, and plans to provide ongoing 
maintenance costs 



Selection Criteria
• Widespread community support
• Relationship to local, regional, and statewide 

plans/initiatives 
• Demonstrated ability to administer funding, 

including previous TE funds
• Project readiness for construction (planning, 

design, and acquisition)
• Overall geographic distribution of TE funds and 

the mix of projects representing a number of 
eligible categories



Additional Information

• Projects will be awarded early in Summer 
2009

• All recipients will be required to attend an 
implementation workshop 

• TIMELINES
– Contract between KYTC and the applicant must 

be completed within 1 year of the announcement
– All projects must be completed within three years 

from the signing of the contract.



Additional Information

• NO reallocation of funds to other projects is 
allowed

• 2 budget revisions are allowed
• Additional funds needed must be requested 

through the application process –Accurate 
budgets are VERY IMPORTANT

• Yearly progress reports are due at the end of 
each calendar year



Contact Information
Shane Tucker

Transportation Enhancements Coordinator

200 Mero Street
Frankfort, KY 40622

(502)-564-2060

Shane.Tucker@ky.gov
www.TEA21.ky.gov



Safe Routes to School



• To enable and encourage children, including those with 
disabilities, to walk and bicycle to school

• To make bicycling and walking to school a safer and more 
appealing transportation alternative, thereby encouraging a 
healthy and active lifestyle from an early age

• To facilitate the planning, development and implementation 
of projects and activities that will improve safety and reduce 
traffic, fuel consumption and air pollution in the vicinity of 
schools

SRTS Program Purpose



SRTS Background

• The Federal-aid SRTS Program was created 
by Section 1404 of the Safe, Accountable, 
Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act:  
A Legacy For Users Act (SAFETEA-LU), 
signed into Public Law on August 10, 2005



The 5 E’s of SRTS
• The FHWA recommends that SRTS programs in the 

United States incorporate, directly or indirectly, five 
components referred to as the 5 E’s
– Engineering
– Education
– Enforcement
– Encouragement
– Evaluation



Engineering
• Creating operational and 

physical improvements to 
the infrastructure 
surrounding schools that 
reduce speeds and 
potential conflicts with 
motor vehicle traffic and 
establish safer and fully 
accessible crossings, 
walkways, trails and 
bikeways.



Engineering

• Guiding Principles for Applying SRTS 
Engineering Solutions
– Infrastructure within the school zone and 

beyond is a prerequisite for walking and 
bicycling. 

– Relationships are everything



Engineering

• Guiding Principles for Applying SRTS 
Engineering Solutions
– Easy-to implement and low-cost solutions are 

focused on first, while longer-term 
improvement needs are identified and the 
implementation process is begun.



Education

• Teaching children about the broad range of 
transportation choices, instructing them in 
important lifelong bicycling and walking 
safety skills and launching driver safety 
campaigns in the vicinity of schools.



Education

Planning education strategies includes 
identifying:

• who needs to receive information 
• when the education should be delivered 
• what information needs to be shared 
• how the messages will be conveyed 



Education

Who
• Audiences for SRTS education include:

– children 
– parents 
– drivers 
– neighbors 



Education
When
• Before beginning encouragement strategies, children should 

receive pedestrian and bicyclist safety education. 
Sometimes education strategies need to begin quickly. For 
example, in areas with unsafe routes where children are 
already walking or bicycling out of necessity, education is 
urgently needed to reduce the risk of injury to children until 
other measures can also be put into place. The timing for 
education activities can also depend on the issues in the 
community and how education fits with other parts of the 
SRTS program.



Education

What and How
• What information needs to be shared with each 

audience is presented in this section as "key 
messages." How the information can be 
conveyed is described in "strategies." Key 
messages and strategies are organized by 
audience. It is worthwhile to read about all groups 
because there is overlap between them. For 
example, sometimes parents and neighbors are 
also drivers near the school and thus need to be 
reached for a variety of reasons in a variety of 
ways.



Enforcement
• Partnering with local law 

enforcement to ensure 
traffic laws are being 
obeyed in the vicinity of 
schools (this includes 
enforcement of speeds, 
yielding to pedestrians in 
crossings and proper 
walking and bicycling 
behaviors), and initiating 
community enforcement.



Encouragement

• Using events and 
activities to promote 
walking and 
bicycling.

• Lebanon 
Elementary 
10/11/06



Encouragement
• Encouragement strategies are about having fun 
• Encouragement is one of the complementary 

strategies that safe routes to school (SRTS) 
programs use to increase the number of children 
who walk and bicycle to school safely. 

• Encouragement activities also play an important 
role moving the overall SRTS program forward.



Evaluation

• Monitoring and 
documenting outcomes 
and trends through the 
collection of data, 
including data before 
and after the 
intervention(s). 

• Customizable surveys



Starting a Safe Routes Program
• Each school starts Safe Routes programs with 

different circumstances.  Some schools have great 
places for walking and bicycling but few students 
taking advantage of it.  Other communities have 
children walking and bicycling to school in unsafe 
conditions or along poorly maintained routes, while 
some communities do not have children walking or 
bicycling to school at all.



Starting a Safe Routes Program

While every community is unique, the basic 
steps to starting a Safe Routes to School 
program includes:



Starting a Safe Routes Program
(1) Bring together the right people
(2) Hold a kick-off meeting
(3) Gather information and identify issues
(4) Identify solutions
(5) Make a plan
(6) Get the plan and people moving
(7) Evaluate, adjust and keep going



Environment and Air Quality

• The increase of students that walk and/or 
bike to school will decrease the amount of 
pollutants emitted into the air, therefore 
decreasing the number of students that have 
chronic respiratory conditions such as 
asthma.



SRTS Funding
• Funds are provided to each state and the District of 

Columbia by a formula based on the state’s 
percentage of the national total of school-aged 
children in grades K-8.  

• No state will receive less than $1 million in any 
fiscal year.

• Kentucky will have received a total of $7,856,062 
from 2005-2009



Funding Guidelines

• SRTS is not a grant program, it is a 
reimbursement program

• Matching funds are not required
– The legislation states that the cost of a project or 

activity under this program “shall be 100 percent.”
• Each applicant is eligible for up to 

$250,000.00



Funding Categories

• Infrastructure Related Projects
• Non-Infrastructure Related Projects
• All projects must be within two miles of an 

elementary or middle school.



Infrastructure Related Projects

• SAFETEA-LU specifies that eligible 
infrastructure-related projects include the 
planning, design and construction of these 
projects that will substantially improve the 
ability of students to walk and bicycle to and 
from school.



Infrastructure Related Examples
• Sidewalk improvements:  new sidewalks, sidewalk 

widening, sidewalk gap closures, sidewalk repairs, 
curbs, gutters and curb ramps.

• Traffic calming and speed reduction 
improvements: roundabouts, bulb-outs, speed 
bumps, raised intersections, median refuges, 
narrowed traffic lanes and variable speed limits.



Infrastructure Related Examples 
• Pedestrian and bicycle crossing improvements: 

crossings, raised crossings, raised intersections, 
traffic control devices (including new or upgraded 
traffic signals, pavement markings, traffic stripes, 
flashing beacons, bicycle-sensitive signal actuation 
devices, pedestrian countdown signals, vehicle 
speed feedback signs and pedestrian activated 
signal upgrades) and sight distance improvements



Infrastructure Related Examples
• On-street bicycle facilities:  new or upgraded 

bicycle lanes, widened outside lanes or roadway 
shoulders, geometric improvements, turning lanes 
channelization and roadway realignment, traffic 
signs and pavement markings.

• Off-street bicycle and pedestrian facilities:  
exclusive multi-use bicycle and pedestrian trails and 
pathways that are separated from a roadway. 



Infrastructure Related Examples
• Secure bicycle parking facilities:  bicycle parking 

racks, bicycle lockers, designated areas with safety 
lighting and covered bicycle shelters.

• Traffic diversion improvements:  separation of 
pedestrians and bicycles from vehicular traffic 
adjacent to school facilities, and traffic diversions 
away from school zones or designated routes to 
school.



Traffic Considerations on State Roads

• All infrastructure projects must comply with 
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
(MUTCD)

• KYTC Standard Specifications for Road and 
Bridge Construction

• Any other federal or state regulation



Traffic Considerations on State Roads

• All projects on state-maintained roads, 
approved projects must go through the 
encroachment permit process if on or 
adjacent to the right of way

• Please work with your district offices to obtain 
permits



Traffic Considerations on State Roads

Permit Requirements
1.     Preliminary Contact
2. On-Site Meeting
3. Plans, Drawings and Specifications
4. Indemnity
5. Outline of responsibilities and general 

construction practices
6. Completion of work and release permit



Traffic Consideration on State Roads
Things to Consider:

You may be able to accomplish parts of the SRTS 
plan using existing traffic and safety programs
Items such as routine signs, markings school speed 
zones, traffic signals, flashing beacons and LED 
warning signs can be requested from Highway 
District Offices and do not typically require SRTS 
funding



Non-Infrastructure Related Activities
• SAFETEA-LU specifies that eligible non- 

infrastructure activities are activities to encourage 
walking and bicycling to school, including:
– Public awareness campaigns and outreach to press and 

community leaders
– Traffic education and enforcement 
– Student sessions on bicycle and pedestrian safety, health 

and the environment
– Funding for training volunteers and managers



Inappropriate Use of SRTS Funds

• Use of funds that do not specifically serve the 
stated purposes of SRTS nor should be used 
for recurring costs except as specifically 
provided in the legislation.  



Inappropriate Use of SRTS Funds
• Projects that recognize pick-up and drop-off 

primarily for the convenience of drivers rather 
than to improve child safety and/or  walking 
and bicycling access is not permitted

• Education focused primarily on bus safety
• Improvements to bus stops



Funding Guidelines
• Utilizing Related Funding Sources

– There are many additional federal, state and local funding 
sources to complement Federal SRTS resources.

– Health, recreation, transportation, physical education, law 
enforcement and safety funds.



Eligible Applicants

• Eligible applicants are state and local 
government agencies and local school 
boards.

• Projects by nonprofit organizations and 
school organizations are recommended to be 
in partnership with a state or local 
government agency or school board.



Additional Eligibility Requirements
• ADA compliance
• Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE)
• Conformance with MUTCD 



Environmental Compliance
• All projects shall conform with:

– National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
– Section 4(f) of 49 United States Code (USC) 303
– National Historic Preservation Act

• Section 106
– Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA)

• Application budgets should include measures required for 
environmental compliance.

• Clearinghouse documents are necessary to determine 
environmental impacts of the project
– Applicants must submit the required documents prior to applying for 

funds to ensure timely review
• All architectural designs and plans must be submitted for 

review and approval by OLP and the Kentucky Heritage 
Council prior to construction



Environmental Compliance
• Environmental Review

– Project must not:
• Induce any significant impacts to planned growth or land use for 

the area
• Require the relocation of significant numbers of people
• Have a significant impact on any cultural, recreational, historic or 

other resource
• Involve significant air, noise, or water quality impacts
• Significantly impact on travel patterns
• Have any significant environmental impacts 

– individually or cumulatively

– Project may also include an archaeological determination



Environmental Compliance
• Historical Review

– The Section 106 Review checks to make sure 
any properties, sites, structures, etc. that are 
listed on the National Register for Historic Places 
or eligible to be listed on the register are not 
harmed by the project.

– KY Streetscape Design Guidelines
http://environment.transportation.org/documents/Design_Guidelin.pdf

– Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/standguide/index.htm



Environmental Compliance

• ADA Compliance
– When an existing facility or part of an existing 

facility is altered, it must be made readily 
accessible to and usable by individuals with 
disabilities, to the maximum extent feasible.

– All facilities constructed with federal funds must 
be ADA compliant

• Application budgets should account for necessary 
curbs, ramps, warning devices, etc.



Application Process

• Applicants are responsible for soliciting public 
support, administering the project and 
identifying the project in its financial 
accounting audit.



Application Submission• Applications will be accepted January 01, 2009- 
March 15, 2009.

• The SRTS advisory committee will review all 
applications and make recommendations

• The Secretary will review all applications and 
recommendations submitted by OLP

• The applications will then go to the Governor’s 
Office for final approval or denial

Application Process



Full Application
• Detailed long-term maintenance & operations plan 
• Detailed budget & timeline
• Matching Fund Letter(s) of Confirmation
• “Before” photo(s)
• Location Map 
• Evidence of Community Support 
• Environmental Information



Full Application
• Local Government resolution 
• State Clearinghouse requirements

– Pursuant to Presidential Order 12372, all applicants must 
submit to the State Clearinghouse for Intergovernmental 
Review 10 copies of the following before submitting the 
full application to the Office of Local Programs

• Cover letter identifying the funding program
• Application for Federal Assistance (424 form)
• Brief Narrative describing the project
• Detailed Budget
• 8 ½ X 11 topographical map, if necessary, clearly showing the 

activity for which funding is sought
• No binders, staples, or other binding materials
• All applications must be typed



Additional Information

• No reallocation of funds to other projects is 
allowed

• 2 budget revisions are allowed

• Yearly progress reports are due at the end of 
each calendar year



Additional Information

• Projects will be awarded in Summer 2009
• All recipients will be required to attend an 

implementation workshop 
• All projects must be completed within 18 

months from the signing of the contract. 



Contact Information
Jackie Jones

Safe Routes to School Coordinator

200 Mero Street
Frankfort, KY 40622

(502)-564-2060

Jackie.Jones@ky.gov
www.saferoutes.ky.gov



Congestion Mitigation & Air Quality 
(CMAQ)



Congestion Mitigation & Air Quality

• CMAQ is a federally 
funded improvement 
program focused on 
reducing emissions in 
designated areas of the 
United States.

• CMAQ is NOT A 
GRANT PROGRAM, it 
is a reimbursement 
program.

CMAQ Outreach Project
Air Pollution Control District, 

Louisville



CMAQ Eligible Areas
• CMAQ funds must be spent in nonattainment or 

maintenance areas as determined by the EPA.
• The following areas in KY are eligible for funding:

– Lexington (Fayette County)
– Louisville (Bullitt, Jefferson, & Oldham Counties)
– Northern KY (Boone, Kenton, & Campbell Counties)
– Hopkinsville (Christian County)
– Ashland (Boyd County)
– Daviess, Edmonson, Marshall, & Scott Counties
– Parts of Greenup, Hancock, Lawrence, & Livingston 

Counties



Eligible Applicants (Sponsor)

• The only applicants eligible for this funding 
are state and local government agencies. 

• Projects by nonprofit organizations or private 
entities are to be in partnership with a 
government sponsor (state or local 
government agency) in order to receive 
funding.



Applicant’s Responsibilities

• Solicit public support
• Obtain required matching funds (20%) 
• Administer the project
• Identify the project in its financial accounting 

and annual audit
• Arrange funding for long-term maintenance 

prior to the programming of CMAQ funds.



Eligible Activities
At a minimum all projects shall meet the following 
requirements to be considered for selection:
– Project must have a transportation relationship
– Project must reduce emissions
– Project and applicant must be located within an 

eligible area
• With approval from FHWA project may be 

located in proximity to eligible area if benefits 
are in eligible area



Six Eligible CMAQ Categories

• Inspection and Maintenance Programs and other 
Transportation Control Measures

• Pedestrian and Bicycle Programs
• Shared Ride
• Traffic Flow Improvements
• Transit 
• Demand Management

Bike Lane, Metro Louisville



Inspection and Maintenance Programs and other 
Transportation Control Measures

• Inspection/Maintenance (I/M) Programs
– CMAQ funds may be used to introduce, conduct, and provide start-up 

costs for automobile inspection and maintenance programs.

• Transportation Control Measures (TCMs)
– TCM projects may include traffic flow improvement programs, 

programs to restrict vehicle use or to reduce the need for SOV travel, 
and construction of paths for non-motorized means of transportation.

• Extreme Low-Temperature Cold Start Programs
– Extreme Low-Temperature Cold Start Programs could include 

retrofitting vehicles and fleets with water and oil heaters and installing 
electrical outlets and equipment in publicly-owned garages or fleet 
storage facilities.

• Idle Reduction
– Electrification or other idling reduction facilities and equipment that 

are constructed or located on rights-of-way of the Interstate system 
are also permitted.



Inspection and Maintenance Programs and other 
Transportation Control Measures

• Alternative Fuels and Vehicles
– Fuel - Establishing publicly-owned fueling facilities and other 

infrastructure needed to fuel alternative-fuel vehicles, unless 
privately-owned fueling stations are in place and reasonably 
accessible. 

– Non-transit vehicles – Purchase of publicly-owned alternative 
fuel vehicles.  Costs associated with converting fleets to fun on 
alternative fuels are also eligible.  When private vehicles are 
purchased, only the cost differential is eligible.

– Hybrid vehicles - Certain hybrid vehicles that have lower 
emission rates than their non-hybrid counterparts may be 
eligible for CMAQ investment.  Hybrid passenger vehicles must 
meet Environmental Protection Agency requirements. 



Inspection and Maintenance Programs and other 
Transportation Control Measures

• Freight/Intermodal
– New diesel engine technology or retrofits of 

vehicles or engines 
• Diesel Engine Retrofits & Other Advanced Truck 

Technologies
– Vehicle replacement
– Diesel engine replacement
– Full engine rebuilding and reconditioning
– Purchase and installation of emission control 

equipment on school buses.  Note:  Refueling is 
not eligible as a stand-alone project. 



Pedestrian and Bicycle Programs
• Eligible activities include construction of bicycle and 

pedestrian facilities that are not exclusively recreational 
and reduce vehicle trips.  

• Examples of bicycle                                             
and pedestrian projects                                         
include:
– Providing on-street                                                

bicycle lanes 
– Off-street trails
– Improved sidewalk                                              

connectivity
– Bike racks

Bike Rack, LFUCG



Shared Ride
• Shared ride projects enable the 

road system to carry more 
people with fewer vehicles, 
thereby increasing the efficiency 
of the transportation network and 
reducing traffic congestion. 
– Park-and-Ride facilities 

provide a convenient place for 
people to join others in a 
carpool or vanpool or take 
advantage of transit service. 

– Rideshare matching services 
help individual travelers find 
other people to join for rides. 



Traffic Flow Improvements
• There are many ways to reduce and improve air 

quality by improving traffic flow.  

• Traditional Improvements
– Construction of                                                 

roundabouts
– Left-turn or other                                                

managed lanes
– HOV lanes



Traffic Flow Improvements
• Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS)

– Traffic signal synchronization projects
– Traffic management projects
– Traveler information systems

• Value/Congestion Pricing
– Congestion pricing is a market-based mechanism 

that allows tolls to rise and fall depending on capacity 
and demand.  

– Parking pricing can include time-of-day parking 
charges that reflect congested conditions.



Transit
• Eligible transit projects may fall in the areas of new or 

modified transit facilities and vehicles. Conventional or 
alternative fuel may also be eligible as part of a larger 
project.

• Transit services include buses, light rail, heavy rail, 
commuter rail, and ferry operations, as well as small buses 
and vans providing more customized service. 

• Projects to expand the transit system, such as new bus and 
shuttle services, can increase mobility by providing new 
opportunities to reach more destinations. 

• Transit system improvements, such as busways, bus priority 
systems, and rail projects, often can increase the speed of 
transit services, reduce travel time and attract choice riders.



Transit
• Advanced transit technologies

– Benches and Shelters
– Advanced locating devices                                       

and equipment monitoring                                        
systems

– Real-time transit information                                     
systems

• Electronic fare-payment systems                                          
enable passengers to pay for fares and to easily transfer 
between transit systems without using exact change.  
– CMAQ funds may also be used to subsidize regular 

transit fares in an effort to reduce emissions; however, 
these projects must meet a series of eligibility 
requirements.

Bike Rack on Bus, TANK



Travel Demand Management
• Travel demand management includes a diverse set of activities 

that focus on physical assets and services  that support better 
decision-making for travelers choosing modes, times, routes, and 
locations. 

• The following activities are eligible if they are explicitly aimed at 
reducing SOV travel and associated emissions:
– Traveler information services
– Shuttle services
– Guaranteed ride home programs
– Carpools, vanpools
– Traffic calming measures
– Parking pricing
– Variable road pricing
– Telecommuting
– Employer-based commuter choice programs



Other Eligible Activities

• Each of the six eligible categories may also 
include:
– Public Education and Outreach Activities
– Experimental Pilot Projects
– Public-Private Partnerships



Public Education and Outreach Activities

• The goal of CMAQ-funded public education 
and outreach activities is to educate the 
public, community leaders, and potential 
project sponsors about connections among 
trip making and transportation mode choices, 
traffic congestion, and air quality.  



Experimental Pilot Projects
• For a project or program to qualify as an experimental 

pilot, it must be defined as a transportation project and 
be expected to reduce emissions by decreasing vehicle 
miles traveled (VMT), fuel consumption, congestion, or 
by other factors.  

• FHWA encourages agencies to creatively address their 
air quality problems and to experiment with new 
services, innovative financing arrangements, public- 
private partnerships, and complementary approaches 
that use transportation strategies to reach clean air 
goals.  



Public-Private Partnerships
• In a Public-Private Partnership, a private or non-profit 

entity’s resources replace or supplement State or local 
funds and possibly a portion of the Federal-aid in a 
selected project. 

• Partnerships must have a legal, written agreement in 
place between the public agency and the private or non- 
profit entity before a CMAQ-funded project may be 
implemented. 

• Public funds should not be invested where strong public 
benefit cannot be demonstrated. CMAQ funds must be 
devoted only to Public-Private Partnerships that benefit 
the general public by clearly reducing emissions.



Ineligible Activities
• Highway and Transit Maintenance and Reconstruction Projects

– Routine maintenance and rehabilitation on existing facilities 
maintains the existing levels of highway and transit service, 
and therefore maintains existing ambient air quality levels.

• Construction of SOV Capacity
– Construction projects which will add new capacity for single 

occupancy vehicles (SOV) are not eligible.
• Light-duty vehicle scrappage programs.
• Stand-alone projects to purchase fuel
• Salary, fringe benefits, and overhead are not eligible for 

reimbursement with CMAQ funds in Kentucky (starting with FY 
2008 projects).  



Additional Eligibility Requirements

• ADA compliance
• Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE)
• Conformance with MUTCD 
• Environmental Clearance



Environmental Compliance
• All projects shall conform with:

– National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
– Section 4(f) of 49 United States Code (USC) 303
– National Historic Preservation Act

• Section 106
– Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA)

• Application budgets should include measures required for 
environmental compliance.

• Clearinghouse documents are necessary to determine 
environmental impacts of the project
– Applicants must submit the required documents prior to applying for 

funds to ensure timely review
• All architectural designs and plans must be submitted for 

review and approval by OLP and the Kentucky Heritage 
Council prior to construction



Environmental Compliance
• Environmental Review

– Project must not:
• Induce any significant impacts to planned growth or land use for 

the area
• Require the relocation of significant numbers of people
• Have a significant impact on any cultural, recreational, historic or 

other resource
• Involve significant air, noise, or water quality impacts
• Significantly impact on travel patterns
• Have any significant environmental impacts 

– individually or cumulatively

– Project may also include an archaeological determination



Environmental Compliance
• Historical Review

– The Section 106 Review checks to make sure 
any properties, sites, structures, etc. that are 
listed on the National Register for Historic Places 
or eligible to be listed on the register are not 
harmed by the project.

– KY Streetscape Design Guidelines
http://environment.transportation.org/documents/Design_Guidelin.pdf

– Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/standguide/index.htm



Environmental Compliance

• ADA Compliance
– When an existing facility or part of an existing 

facility is altered, it must be made readily 
accessible to and usable by individuals with 
disabilities, to the maximum extent feasible.

– All facilities constructed with federal funds must 
be ADA compliant

• Application budgets should account for necessary 
curbs, ramps, warning devices, etc.



Full Application

• Project Information
• Applicant Information
• Eligible CMAQ Categories

– Use State Guidelines, call OLP for help
• Project Description
• Previous Funding
• Requested Amount, Match Commitment

– (80% Federal-20% Local Match)



Full Application

• Emissions Reductions Explanation/Estimate
• Detailed Budget – Very Important
• Attachments

– A:  Include a detailed operations business plan 
with a preliminary implementation schedule for 
each item listed, including the proposed start 
date and the completion date. 

– B: Provide supporting documents used to 
prepare the budget. 



Full Application

• Attachments
– C:  Describe the fund resources for the twenty 

(20) percent funding match and include written 
confirmation by the appropriate official/person of 
the availability of the local matching funds.    In- 
kind contributions will require approval by KYTC.  
Administrative costs are not eligible for in-kind 
match. 



Full Application
• Attachments

– D:  Evidence of support within the community. 
– Resolution of support
– Evidence of volunteerism
– Contribution of an overmatch
– Private donations to the project (monetary or in- 

kind)
– Petitions in support of the project
– Successful fundraising
– Rallies or events held in support of the project
– Editorials or local media attention focusing on the 

need for the project



Full Application

• Attachments
– E:  Include a detailed maintenance plan (if 

applicable) 
– F:  Provide “before” photos of the area of 

proposed improvements or a photo of the 
proposed site (if applicable)

– G:  Location map (if applicable)



Full Application
• Attachments

– H:  Environmental – Based upon the data requirements, 
KYTC DEA will conduct an assessment of the proposed 
project’s environmental documentation required by 
federal laws, regulations and policies.  FHWA or KYTC 
Division of Environmental Analysis, as appropriate, must 
approve all environmental documents.

• Provide a brief description of the proposal.
• Provide plans and specifications for the project if 

available. 
• Locate the project on county, city, and topographic 

maps.  Site location maps must be included.



Full Application
• The Government Sponsor and Project Title should be clearly 

identified on the front of the application packet.
• Submit six (6) identical copies of the completed 

application to:
• MPO if project is located within an urbanized area
• KYTC OLP if project is not located within an urbanized area

• The applications should be stapled or bound not to exceed 
one-half (1/2) inch in thickness.  

• PLEASE DO NOT SUBMIT APPLICATIONS IN THREE- 
RING BINDERS. 

• The sponsor should keep the original and at least one copy 
for its use.  



Full Application

• All applicants must submit to the State Clearinghouse 
for Intergovernmental Review 10 copies of the following 
before submitting the full application to the OLP:
– Cover letter identifying the funding program
– Application for Federal Assistance (424 form)
– Brief narrative describing the project
– Detailed budget
– 8½” x 11” topographical map, if necessary, clearly 

showing the activity for which funding is sought
• The applicant shall submit these documents the 

Department for Local Government
• www.gold.ky.gov/clearinghouse



Application Timeline
• January 31  - Applications due to the appropriate Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) or to the 

Office of Local Programs (OLP) (if not within a MPO)

• February 28 - MPO sends all applications to the OLP along with a prioritized list of projects 

• March 1 - OLP sends all applications to the Division for Air Quality (DAQ) for comment

• April 1 - OLP (CMAQ Selection Committee) prioritizes statewide CMAQ projects within fiscal constraints

• April 1 - OLP sends CMAQ projects to FHWA for eligibility determination.  FHWA coordinates with the 
State Air Agency, EPA, and FTA

• May 1 - FHWA sends eligibility determination letter to KYTC

• April 15 - OLP sends recommended CMAQ projects to the Transportation Cabinet Secretary and then 
to the Governor’s Office for approval

• July 1 - Approval and denial letters sent to applicants.  OLP works with each MPO to amend TIP and 
STIP to include projects

• October 1 - Funding becomes available for FY 2010



Selection Criteria
• Project location (must be located within a 

nonattainment or maintenance area) 
• Air Quality Benefits
• Demonstrated need for the project
• Benefit to the community (i.e., reduced emissions)
• Reliable budget and engineering estimates
• Project cost, availability of matching funds to 

complete the project, ability to leverage other 
funding, and plans to provide ongoing maintenance 
costs 



Selection Criteria
• Widespread community support
• Relationship to local, regional, and statewide 

plans/initiatives 
• Demonstrated ability to administer funding, 

including previous CMAQ funds
• Project readiness for implementation
• Overall distribution of CMAQ funds and the mix of 

projects representing a number of eligible 
categories

• Prioritization by MPO (in MPO areas)



Additional Information
• Projects will be awarded in Summer 2008
• All recipients will be required to attend an 

implementation workshop 
• Do not start work without a fully executed 

agreement
• TIMELINES:

– Contract between KYTC and the applicant must 
be completed within 1 year of the announcement

– All projects must be completed within three years 
from the signing of the contract.



Additional Information

• NO reallocation of funds to other projects is 
allowed

• 2 budget revisions are allowed
• Additional funds needed must be requested 

through the application process - Accurate 
budgets are VERY IMPORTANT

• Yearly progress reports are due at the end of 
each calendar year



Office of Local Programs

Please visit our website 
www.tea21.ky.gov for updates to 

our Programs

http://www.tea21.ky.gov/
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